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Washington Headguarters
Rocky Hill, Somerset County, New Jeorsey

Owner: Washington Headquarters Association

&

Date of Erection: 1760
Architect:
Builder: A man named Leonard

Present condition: Good; it was moved in 1897 from
its originsl foundation to a
safer site, owing to the blast-
Ing at the quarry.

Materials of construction: Foundatlon - stone

Exterior wslls frame with
brick £filling; two story
veranda on south elevation

Interior walls -~ plaster

Roof' - gable, new asbestos
roofing

Historical Data:

This mansion, built by a man nemed Leonard,
passed afterwards Into the hands of Judge John Berriens,
who served as Judge of Somerset County asnd latsr was
Justice of the Supreme Court.

Congress had been meeting in Philadelphla and
certailn regiments stationed near the city had mutinied
due to long arrears of leave and pay. Congress decided
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to move to some place between New York and Phlla=-
delphias since New York was still occupled by the
Britishy Princeton was chosen. Certaln problems
facing Congress called for the counsel of Washing-
ton, who at this time was at Newburgh on the
Hudson. Colonel George Morgan knowing that the
place was advertised for sale rented it for
Washington's use., Hither Washlington came on August
23, 1783. The house was large enough to house the
goneral, hls wife, staff, and baggage. We read
that the house originelly had more than twenty rooms.
Washington remained here at Rockingham, hls last
headquarters of the Revolution, until November 10,
1783, Here wmany of his friends gathered, among
thease were Thomas Paine, James Madison, Robert Morris,
Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson, and John Paul
Jonesy hither also came Charles Fesle to paint the
portrait of Washington for Princeton University to
replace the one of George III; Joseph Wright of
Bordentown came %to palnt another pilcture which now
hangs 1in the Pennsylvania Historical Soclety; hers
the youthful William Dunlap painted the Father of
His Country.

Early in October 1783, Martha Washington
had left Rockingham for Mt, Vernon. Washington saw
her on her way as far as Trenton where he met General
Greene and the two rode back to Princeton togetbher.
This was the lsst time these two saw each other.

Three hundred boys from Maine camped garound
the house, walting to be dischsrged. They gave vent
to thelr homesickness by drawing ships on the siding
on the south elevation. Thelr sketches can still be
3&en.

Today Rocky Hill has been furnlished with
authentic contemporary pieces. However, 1t 1s the
bedroom and study of Washington on the south-esst
corner of the second floor that 1s most Interesting
to us., In this room, with its blue woodwork and
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whitewashed wall, Washington wrote his Farewell
Addresa to the Army:; made notstionsa on peace
establlishments, the location of the capital, znd
on the terms of trestles,

Bibllography:

Mills, W,J. Historic Houses of New
Jergey Iippincott, 190£

Ives, M.L. Washingtons Rocky Hill
Headquarters n.d. (1932} A pamphlet
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ADDEN DU

The date for thils house hag always
bheen taken from the fireback, 1764 or when
miaread 1734, It may be possikle that the
house was erected earlier and the fireback
waz added subsequently. John Lalley's map
made ghortly after 1745 shows Jokn Eerrien's
housge, 1f this house &id not exist Berrien
Jived 1in another on the scme sgite,

The Berrien famlly were I'rench
Hugenote who Iled teo Holland and later to
fmerica in 1669, John PBerrien came tc Somer-
set County from Wewton, Long Island. He was
taxed in Franklin Township in 1735 and may
have bullt this house about thst dale. He
served ag Judge of Comerset County in 1738
and was Justice of Supreme Court in 1764,
Berrisn died before the KHevolutionary War;
it wag hisg widow who was hostess to Vashington.
4 son of his, Najor John Berrien, was an aide
to Washington, and his son John Nacpherson
Berrien was Attorney-General to Jackson.
MMajor John Xerrlen moved to tavannsh after
the war. The property in 1832 cawme in the
vossegsion of ¥rederick Cruser, In 1830
the ovmer was David H, Korent. Nartian Howell
possesged the houge in 1872, It was con-
veyed to the Roeky H11l “uarry Company sand
wag used as querters for ltslisn laborers.

In 1897 twenty acrssz including the
house was purchased by the Rocky Hill Head-
guarters Assoclation. The house was moved a
few hundred yards up the hill for safety.



The two gtory frame buillding on the east end
wag bullt in 1887 for the Association. The
present slave kiltchen wes erected a few yonrs
agoe to replace the present one.

Bibliography:
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York Hew York, VWilliam Morrow &
Company, 1926
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